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Alas that Spring should vanish with the Rose!
That Youth’s sweet-scented Manuscript
should close!
The Nightingale that in the Branches sang,

Ah, whence, and whither flown again, who
knows!
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I have been smoking since morning without break

if 1 stop the roses will embrace me

with thorns and with fallen petals they will choke me
they all grow crookedly with the same rose color
they are staring; they are waiting to see someone; no one passes;
behind the smoke of my pipe | watch them

on a weary stalk without fragrance,

In the other life a woman would say to me you may
touch this hand

and this rose is yours it is yours you may take it

now or later whenever you wish.

I descend ever smoking the stairs
the roses descend with me in excitement
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and there is something in their manner of the voice

at the root of shrieking at the point where man

begins to cry out “mother” or "help me”

or the small white cries of love.

It is a small garden full of rose bushes

a few square yards that sink with me

as | descend the stairs, sky less;

and her aunt would say to her, “Antigone, you forgot to
do your exercises today

at your age I never wore a corset, not in my time”

Her aunt was a pitiful creature with protruding veins

she had many wrinkles about her ears and a moribund nose
but her words were full of prudence always.

One day I caught her touching Antigone’s breasts

like a small child stealing an apple.

Will I meet the old woman perhaps as | am descending?

She said to me when I left, “Who knows when we shall meet again?”
Later | read of her death in some old newspapers

of Antigone’s wedding and the wedding of Antigone’s daughter
with no end to the stairs nor to my tobacco

that imparts to me the taste of a haunted ship

with a mermaid crucified, while she was still beautiful,

on the wheel.
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My eyes are tired, tired of days
Tired regardless of days.
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Still must I drill through wall
After wall of days to find another day?
Is there, is there another day?
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In the Lebanese Mountains

Remember— the noise of moonlight

When the summer night collides with a peak
And traps the wind

In the rocky caves of the mountains of Lebanon.

Remember— a town on a sheer cliff
set like a tear on the rim of an eyelid;
one discovers there a pomegranate tree
and rivers more sonorous

Than a piano.

Remember— the grapevine under the fig tree,
the cracked oak that September waters,
fountains and muleteers,

The sun dissolving in the river currents,

Remember— the basil and apple tree, ~ mulberry syrup and
almond groves.

Each girl was a swallow then

Whose eyes moved like a gondola

swung from a hazel branch.

Remember— the hermit and goatherd,
paths that rise to the edge of a cloud,
the chant of Islam, crusaders’ castles,
and wild bells ringing through July.

Remember— each one, everyone,

storyteller, prophet and baker,

the words of the feast and the words of the storm,
the sea shining like a medal in the landscape.
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Remember— the child’s recollection

of a secret kingdom just our age.

We did not know how to read the omens

In those dead birds in the bottoms of their cages,
In the mountains of Lebanon.



