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A wide plain, where the broadening Floss hurries on between its green

banks to the sea, and the loving tide, rushing to meet it, checks its
passage with an impetuous embrace.
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But the careless and the fearful were alike sleeping in their beds now.
There was hope that the rain would abate by the morrow; threatenings
of aworse kind, from sudden thaws after falls of snow, had often passed
off, in the experience of the younger ones; and at the very worst, the
banks would be sure to break lower down the river when the tide came
in with violence, and so the waters would be carried off, without

causing more than temporary inconvenience, and losses that would be
felt only by the poorer sort, whom charity would relieve.
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All people of broad, strong sense have an instinctive repugnance to the
men of maxims; because such people early discern that the mysterious
complexity of our life is not to be embraced by maxims, and that to lace
ourselves up in formulas of that sort is to repress all the divine
promptings and inspirations that spring from growing insight and
sympathy. And the man of maxims is the popular representative of the
minds that are guided in their moral judgment solely by general rules,
thinking that these will lead them to justice by a ready-made patent
method, without the trouble of exerting patience, discrimination,
impartiality, — without any care to assure themselves whether they have
the insight that comes from a hardly earned estimate of temptation, or
from a life vivid and intense enough to have created a wide fellow -
feeling with all that is human.
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And this is Dorlcote Mill. I must stand a minute or two here on the
bridge and look at it, though the clouds are threatening, and it is far on
in the afternoon. Even in this leafless time of departing February it is
pleasant to look at,—perhaps the chill, damp season adds a charm to the
trimly kept, comfortable dwelling-house, as old as the elms and
chestnuts that shelter it from the northern blast. The stream is brimful
now, and lies high in this little withy plantation, and half drowns the
grassy fringe of the croft in front of the house. As | look at the full
stream, the vivid grass, the delicate bright-green powder softening the
outline of the great trunks and branches that gleam from under the bare
purple boughs, I am in love with moistness, and envy the white ducks
that are dipping their heads far into the water here among the withes,
unmindful of the awkward appearance they make in the drier world
above.

The rush of the water and the booming of the mill bring a dreamy
deafness, which seems to heighten the peacefulness of the scene. They
are like a great curtain of sound, shutting one out from the world
beyond. And now there is the thunder of the huge covered wagon
coming home with sacks of grain. That honest wagoner is thinking of
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his dinner, getting sadly dry in the oven at this late hour; but he will not
touch it till he has fed his horses,—the strong, submissive, meek-eyed
beasts, who, | fancy, are looking mild reproach at him from between
their blinkers, that he should crack his whip at them in that awful
manner as if they needed that hint! See how they stretch their shoulders
up the slope toward the bridge, with all the more energy because they
are so near home. Look at their grand shaggy feet that seem to grasp the
firm earth, at the patient strength of their necks, bowed under the heavy
collar, at the mighty muscles of their struggling haunches! | should like
well to hear them neigh over their hardly earned feed of corn, and see
them, with their moist necks freed from the harness, dipping their eager
nostrils into the muddy pond. Now they are on the bridge, and down
they go again at a swifter pace, and the arch of the covered wagon
disappears at the turning behind the trees.

Now | can turn my eyes toward the mill again, and watch the
unresting wheel sending out its diamond jets of water. That little girl is
watching it too; she has been standing on just the same spot at the edge
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of the water ever since | paused on the bridge. And that queer white cur
with the brown ear seems to be leaping and barking in ineffectual
remonstrance with the wheel; perhaps he is jealous because his
playfellow in the beaver bonnet is so rapt in its movement. It is time the
little playfellow went in, I think; and there is a very bright fire to tempt
her: the red light shines out under the deepening gray of the sky. It is
time, too, for me to leave off resting my arms on the cold stone of this
bridge....

Ah, my arms are really benumbed. | have been pressing my elbows
on the arms of my chair, and dreaming that | was standing on the bridge
in front of Dorlcote Mill, as it looked one February afternoon many
years ago. Before | dozed off, | was going to tell you what Mr. and Mrs.
Tulliver were talking about, as they sat by the bright fire in the left-
hand parlor, on that very afternoon | have been dreaming of.
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“Why dost thou here gaze about, since this is not the place of thy
rest? In heaven ought to be thy dwelling, and all earthly things are to be
looked on as they forward thy journey thither. All things pass away, and
thou together with them. Beware thou cleavest not unto them, lest thou
be entangled and perish.... If a man should give all his substance, yet it
is as nothing. And if he should do great penances, yet are they but little.
And if he should attain to all knowledge, he is yet far off. And if he




OVIII (93 oz 5 yo iy g 95 (ool

should be of great virtue, and very fervent devotion, yet is there much
wanting; to wit, one thing, which is most necessary for him. What is
that? That having left all, he leave himself, and go wholly out of
himself, and retain nothing of self-love.... | have often said unto thee,
and now again | say the same, Forsake thyself, resign thyself, and thou
shalt enjoy much inward peace.... Then shall all vain imaginations, evil
perturbations, and superfluous cares fly away; then shall immoderate
fear leave thee, and inordinate love shall die.”

Maggie drew a long breath and pushed her heavy hair back, as if to
see a sudden vision more clearly. Here, then, was a secret of life that
would enable her to renounce all other secrets; here was a sublime
height to be reached without the help of outward things; here was
insight, and strength, and conquest, to be won by means entirely within
her own soul, where a supreme Teacher was waiting to be heard.
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