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Tonight, [ find myself here 1n a guest house in the city of Salisbury, The first dav
of myv trip is now completed, and all in all; I must say 1 am quite satisfied. This
expedition began this morning almost an hour later than | had planned, despite
myv having completed myv packing and loaded rthe Ford with all necessary items
well betore eight o'clock. What with Mrs Clements and the girls also gone tor the
week, I suppose Twas very conscious of the fact that once 1 departed, Darlington
Hall would stand empty for probably the tirst nme this century — perhaps tor the
first time since the dav it was built. It was an odd fecling and perhaps accounts tor
why I delaved myv departure so long. wandering around the house many tmes
over, checking one last ume all was in order.
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“For one thing, how would one know for sure that at anv given moment a
response of the bantering sort is truly what is expectedr One need hardly dwell on
the catastrophic possibility ot uttering a bantering remark onlv to discover it
wholly inappropriate.”
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I would sav that it 18 the very lack of obvious drama or spectacle rthat sets the
beauty ot our land apart. What is pertinent is the calmness ot the beautys its sense
of restraint. Iris as though the land knows or its own beaury, of its own greatness.
And fedds no need 1o shout it In comparison, the sorts of sights offered in such
places as Africa and Amenca, though undoubredlv verv exeiting, would, [ am sure;
strike  the  objective  viewer as infertor on o account ot thelr  unseely
demonstrativeness.
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You will no doubt agree that the hardest of sitruations as regards dinner-waiting is
when there are just two diners present. [ would myself much prefer to wait on just
one diner, even if he were a toral stranger. [t is when one ot them is one's own
emplover that one finds it most difficult to achieve that balance berween
attentivencss and the illusion of absence that is essendal to good waiting; it is in
this situation that one is rarelv free of the suspicion that one’s presence Is
inhibiting the conversarion.
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One seeks 1o provide a general, sustained service to one’s emplover, the value of
which could never be reduced to @ number of specific instances—such as that
concerning Lord Halitax. But what I am saving is that it is these sorts of instances
which over ume come to symbolize an irrefurable fact namelv that one has had
the privilige of practising one's profession at the very tulerum of grear affairs.
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SALOME: In the whole world there was nothing so red as thy mouth. Thy
voice was a censor that scattered strange perfumes, and when Tlooked on
thee | heard a strange music. Ah! Wheretore didst thou not look at me,
Jokanaan? Behind thine hands and thy curses thou didst hide thy face.
Thou didst put upon thine cves the covering of him who would sce his
God. Well, thou hast scen thy God, Jakanaan, but me, me, thou didst never
cee. If thou hadst scen me thou wouldst have loved me. I, T saw thee,

Jakanaan, and [ loved thee.
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HEROD: Silent, speak not to me. Come, Salome, be reasonable. T have
never been hard to vou, [ have ever loved vou. It may be that 1 have loved
vou too much. Therctore, ask not this thing of me. This is a terrible thing,
an awful thing to ask of me. Surely, 1 think vou are jesting. The hand ot a
man that is cut from his body is il to look upon, is it notz It 1s not mect
that the eves of a virgin should look upon such a thing. What pleasurc
could vou have in itz No, no, it is not what vou desire.
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Yesternight, secretly told me a sagacious wit,
"The tavern keeper's secrets cannot be kept any more.”
Take the affairs of lifc easy, for it is in the nature of
the world to make ithard for trving.”
Then, he offered a cup, full ofgrace, fullot light, its brilliance
bringing Venus to a dance; with the lute she sang, "Your health.”
Though bleeding heart, bring smile to vour face— like the cup:
not with a slight wound vou might crv—like the harp!
Unless intimate, vou will not hear the secret from this music;
ears of the infidels cannot bear the message og angels.
Listen to my advice and gricve not because of this world:
['ve given vou a gem of an advice, if vou hear me right.
In the court of love, no need tor disputes:
there, all organs must be eves and cars,
In the realm of the wise, self-serving is no attribute,
Speak with reasoned words, O vou wise man, or remain silent!
Saghi ferch the wine: Hafiz's rendi understood
Asef, the forgiver of crimes, concealer of faults.
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['saw the blue tield of heaven and the new crescent moon:
I thought of my own sowing and mv harvest time.

I said: O fare, in vour slumber the sun has reached the middle of dav!
Reply: With vour kind past, do not be disenchanted!

With angelic face and chaste

like Jesus to this universe —
the flame of vour candle casts upon the sun a hundred fold!
Never trust the thiet of night: the imposter
steals the crown of Kavoos, the golden belt of Key Khsro!
Gold carrings, rubies red, are heavy burden on the car:
the time of pleasure is running, vou better heed my word!
May evil eve spare the beautv of vour mole:
in the world of bulut} 1t eclipses the moon and that sun.
Selt adulation! Do not barter vour love away,
the tields of Pleiades with a trifling grain or two!
Flames of shame will burn the fertile fields of religion:
Hatez, vou shed this woolen sack and escape!

Translated by Reza Ordoubadian

N | /




