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TWELFTH NIGHT [ ACT V.

Duke. Notable pirate! thou salt-water thief!
What foolish boldness brought thee to their mercies,
Whom thou, in terms so bloody and so dear,

Hast made thine enemies?

Ant. Orsino, noble sir,

Be pleased that I shake off these names you give me:
Antonio never yet was thief or pirate,

Though I confess, on base and ground enough,
Orsino’s enemy. A witchcraft drew me hither:
That most ingrateful boy there by your side,

From the rude sea’s enraged and foamy mouth
Did I redeem; a wreck past hope he was:

His life T gave him and did thereto add

My love, without retention or restraint,

All his in dedication; for his sake

Did I expose myself, pure for his love,

Into the danger of this adverse town;

Drew to defend him when he was beset:

Where being apprehended, his false cunning,

Not meaning to partake with me in danger,
Taught him to face me out of his acquaintance,
And grew a twenty years removed thing

While one would wink; denied me mine own purse,
Which I had recommended to his use

Not half an hour before.

Vic. How can this be?

Duke. When came he to this town?

Ant. To-day, my lord; and for three months before,
No interim, not a minute’s vacancy,

Both day and night did we keep company.

Enter OLIVIA and Attendants.
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Bossuet

Sermon sur la mort

Exorde. 1orateur convie la cour a contempler avec Jésus-Chist un cadavre,
celui de Lazare. Les hommes détournent leur pensée de la mort. Pourtant c’est
devant elle qu'on découvre le secret de 'homme, "méprisable en tant qu’il passe,
et infiniment estimable en tant qu’il aboutit a ’éternité."

Premier point. I homme est peu de chose. Son cadavre devient un "je ne sais
quoi qui n’a de nom dans aucune langue." La vie est breve, les générations se
poussent a l'abime. "Qu’est-ce que cent ans, qu’est-ce que mille ans puisqu’un
seul moment les efface?"

Second point. Mais 'homme n’est pas tout entier périssable. Par son ame
immortelle il participe 4 Dieu. Il dompte I'univers par son génie; il a acces a un
royaume de valeurs transcendantes: il a le sentiment de infini. Sl est impur,
cest a cause du péché. Seule la foi nous ouvre ces mystérieuses ontradictions
d'un étre qui n’est plus aujourd’huio que ruines grandioses.
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