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Thus, reason was seen as leading to scepticism, science to
mechanistic materialism, social reform to bloody revolution,
humanism to empty amoralism and crude hedonism, and
individualism to social fragmentation.
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It is harder to see how Hegel's arguments here would tell against
other ways of motivating the critical epistemic method, particularly
those built around the claim that there is positive evidence that our

cognitive capacities are limited, based on the apparent failure of our
inquiries in certain areas (theology or metaphysics, for example).
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Earth’s blind typhonic Fire
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This is the meaning of his famous image of the owl of Minerva: the
sacred bird of Minerva (or Athena), the goddess of wisdom, flies at
dusk, after the happenings of the day, for only then can philosophy
reflect on what has occurred, and fulfil its role as 'the thought of the
world' (PR: Preface, p. 23).
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the bloody aftermath of the Terror, the rise and fall of Napoleon,
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the repressive Karlsbad Decrees
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that the world is a rational place, one in which we can truly feel ‘at
home'; for, as he puts it in the Philosophy of Right, “I”’ is at home
in the world when it knows it, and even more so when it has
comprehended it'
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Ich ist in der Welt zu Hause, wenn es sie kennt, noch mehr, wenn
es sie begriffen hat.
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Philosophy must therefore set out to correct those outlooks which
create the puzzles that stop us from seeing reason in the world, by
showing how these outlooks arise as a result of some sort of
distortion which can be overcome, thereby enabling the puzzles to
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be resolved and the world to look back to us in a rational way once
again.
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But given this, how does Hegel think these alienating conceptions
come about?
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..which is 'the inherent self-sublation of these finite determinations
and their transition into their opposites'...
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'this path is the conscious insight into the untruth of phenomenal
knowledge, for which the supreme reality is what is in truth only
the unrealized Notion..The series of configurations which
consciousness goes through along this road is, in reality, the
detailed history of the education of consciousness itself to the
standpoint of Science' (PS: 50).
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'so that it may purify itself for the life of the Spirit, and achieve

finally, through a completed experience of itself, the awareness of
what it really is in itself' (PS: 49).
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Hegel argues that consciousness oscillates between the one
conception and the other, sometimes treating the object as a bundle
of properties which then undermines its sense that the object is
really a unified individual distinct from other individuals, and
sometimes treating the object as a unity over and above its plurality
of properties, which then leads to the idea of a characterless
substratum and back to the 'This' of sense-certainty.
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The heart-throb for the welfare of humanity therefore passes into

the ravings of an insane self-conceit, into the fury of consciousness
to preserve itself from destruction;
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individuality is purely the formal moment of the act as such,
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People who are too fastidious towards the finite never reach
actuality,...
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