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Everyone knew everyone else or kenw of them as is true of
villages, so when the cleaner gave up her job at Anderby, on the
Hill, on account she said of “goings-on”, the news spred along

Smarts Lane, where she lived and reached the ears of Clara Moss in
Forest Road .
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She waited outside the meeting room until she recognized some of
the voices: the doctor’s and the priest’s. Then she tapped at the
door.

No answer. Perhaps they hadn’t heard her. Was that a woman’s
voice?

Had Sister Michael managed to come to the meeting after all?
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When Lib let herself in, the first person she saw was Rosaleen
O’Donnell. Their eyes locked. Malachy, behind his wife. Both of
them looked shaken at the sight of the nurse.

Lib bit her lip; she hadn’t expected the parents to be here.

A short, long-nosed man in old brocade was in the big chair with
a carved back, presiding over a table improvised from three trestles.
Sir Otway Blackett, she guessed; a retired officer, from his bearing.
She recognized the Irish Times on the table; were they discussing
Byrne’s piece?

“And this 1s?” inquired Sir Otway.

“The English nurse, come without being asked,” said big John
Flynn in the next chair along.

“This is a private meeting, Mrs. Wright,” said Dr. McBrearty.

Mr. Ryan—her host—jerked his head at Lib as if to say she
should go back upstairs.
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