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And as much as I’d like to believe there’s a truth beyond illusion, I’ve come
to believe that there’s no truth beyond illusion. Because, between ‘reality’
on the one hand, and the point where the mind strikes reality, there’s a
middle zone, a rainbow edge where beauty comes into being, where two
very different surfaces mingle and blur to provide what life does not: and
this is the space where all art exists, and all magic.

And—I would argue as well—all love. Or, perhaps more accurately, this
middle zone illustrates the fundamental discrepancy of love. Viewed close: a
freckled hand against a black coat, an origami frog tipped over on its side.
Step away, and the illusion snaps in again: life-more-than-life, never-dying.
Pippa herself is the play between those things, both love and not-love, there
and not-there. Photographs on the wall, a balled-up sock under the sofa. The
moment where | reached to brush a piece of fluff from her hair and she
laughed and ducked at my touch. And just as music is the space between
notes, just as the stars are beautiful because of the space between them, just
as the sun strikes raindrops at a certain angle and throws a prism of color
across the sky—so the space where | exist, and want to keep existing, and to
be quite frank | hope 1 die in, is exactly this middle distance: where despair
struck pure otherness and created something sublime.
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