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The myth of destiny
Chapter 1: Historicism and the myth of destiny
It is widely believed that a truly scientific and philosophical attitude towards
politics and a deeper understanding of social life in general, must be based
upon a contemplation and interpretation of human history. While the
ordinary man takes the setting of his life and the importance of his personal
experiences and struggles for granted, it is said that the social scientist or

philosopher has to survey things from a higher plane. He sees the individual
as a pawn, as a rather insignificant instrument in the general development of
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mankind. And the really important actors on the Stage of History he may
find, perhaps, in the Great Nations and their Great Leaders, or perhaps in the
Great Classes, or in the Great Ideas.

O3S W [P P CRCR RS U W PSS P OIS

Sl S5 b 5 Canln 4 ol ol (anli b ale mdsn S U5k pl 0 ol
@3le 33 a8l Jlsmal Sl U s g edalie g adl e w0l b (IS sk w sle
Slua 511 552 52U 5 55 W W 5 el g o5 u;g}s- uij Lo
CEMJIJ)A\«.M; ol Cndd b el r}l,c wba{:yuﬁu&bl Eyioe-
9 J\..._,‘;J...,., GKJ)» 3 b, s e g ‘_;H Loo,ge |y uul 3,5 o :Ji... <AL
S 0yt Sy glacde b il a3 Coealy Sule D50 S wh
S cbaznl L S5 olib Ll b aa WOT

JeRv Qul)‘sjl)_).)cﬁ)b i gl Juad _).:J.AJ)‘M‘UL.J‘ erle ol Je
ijljb.ul):y&&..bb&&jwuwﬂg.u;&dlwbjdjw
L8 el OT p,&ujﬁejbjlwJM@IA@W@&AJL‘QJJ»J

j,\}j Cbﬁ&{v\}‘)d}})l)rluuu&(;}w CJTJQMI b ol S5 ;).fJIJB
s ol gl Spdd Sy s e J?MduW;JWdu“ﬁ
W obb o5 Wl slal ple ey DBl M;@jbwwlj sl 5,45
ol b Sl 338 gl sl S aalllas 1 elel glLas WL OT 515 sty Sl
o %50 «\wfg“ ‘3,&16» Slde ol S ol J,.\Q een 03 15 5l 5 5 sled e s
oa bl b &5 wlib wls b oS5 O, 5 S5 sl (Gl wme 5o i

n £

i g e 0 sl stbcjb Pl g e 9 Kol o) skl : rl" IS ol
L;A;dejjr@ﬁj‘wuuwbg&;wbm JQJ.A.U)LUJJ;L;)LM
:/.5 sl OT Mjuul CJL’ ool il al p wl ulfaa-j‘uu.cu.a-l
9 e b ol U.M.(Ju) cerler ol Ol & J- s Jw){uﬂ
slol S5l al elasl Gl Lol c:,fdarlmalfjuy@ L el 2 &
& s J\rfdjlflubybcjbub dyaaly bl JJ.(..‘IJLQJ.}J.:YL
jk_{JJ)LgL&L.J.Al)éc’JlJ wjr@ﬁwﬂljbulﬁ))l)du‘oxéwj Jwadaua;l sl

S e nl b oS olib Ll b ol 5 Ol e,



W/l s ole 4

wrsin Ol o 1 IS 25w Oltslaaer 5 b ST 03T SLELL ol s S
b am gy Gamly pabse e 5 oS dex 5w Sledilsr Sl ol S5l
esle Wlle 5 Osuldy S &S e el &S Cl Glalex L Bes 5 s Ul
€S anllas | elazsl oblas WYL OT 5l 5wty Sl ads oslb o5 L slazsl
w@l)ﬁjl‘sfsﬁswj 93 55 SOT d\?‘-’\j@wl}.ﬁj‘wv}ﬂ
suwlfbQ.x,fup}pbw&m.bwulsyubd\byﬂ;y@ﬁ
Cho 5 S Lyl e o | plane e o s arse The o
ol Clad a4y o] > PlAne S'OT Jl ot 555 oLl 4> 52 oa higher s,
odd obon ) laglen LS o e &Sl OT 5 od (o 5 S olnl sy ozl ()
el i g laia b Me 4z oS 35k gt 5 ) Do 03,8 fand e

Vo5 gl e Sl ol AT o Cos & aam 3w Blie 1 & K0 85
S;)bbjg:,a\@lr}.»i.q-;.wlw{‘\‘\ ryaq;ﬁw{wvr);s,@;‘m{
gl x5 0L 5l s gl aex 5 O3 s el 5obsST s fa 5 g
M)wJQWQW|w)UQM{j\o;L@‘Q(:yr.g-)b: doy
b g tole 3 € o Jol e Sl e Gl ol ool kL
S po e il 00 w8 o Jl e S gl b Ol Ol w8
o &

)J\.)(a).SV:-J.’;AJQTJ\:—QM]V{JLMJ(:}M)JJ‘V}JL‘QM;J‘MOLAQJUJ
Soliza S5l ool s e bl 55 asls Ol aalS o T30 ,ggﬁﬂ

1S a5 Ol e

o skl ta5Ludl to ol myth

s o € A S g5y destiny

3 (il b ‘C,JL, Lol historicism

.u;@ (S Sl b ] 5SS 48 ,\wb o) |~ <ol It is widely believed
ERER o 5 attitude

ekl ¢ S cadl e contemplation

Sl 1580 ecdT Instrument

58 o s 13 83,0k 0 Slabs take for granted



v:g.v)ﬁma_w eJLwi/r:.Lé}C,_..d JLN/".’-J;.A aaldead /1111115

Chapter 3: Plato’s theory of ideas

Plato lived in a period of wars and of political strife which was, for all we
know, even more severe than that which had troubled Heraclitus. Before his
time, the breakdown of the tribal life of the Greeks had led in Athens, his
native city, to a period of tyranny, and later to the establishment of a
democracy which tried jealously to guard itself against any attempts to
reintroduce either a tyranny or an oligarchy, i.e. a rule of the leading
aristocratic families.
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We have seen that Plato's idea of justice demands, fundamentally, that the
natural rulers should rule and the natural slaves should slave. This is part of

the historicist demand that the state, in order to arrest all change, should
copy its Idea, or true “nature”.
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This is part of the historicist demand that the state, in order to arrest all

change, should copy its Idea, or true “nature”.
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