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! The call of the wild
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1. Into the primitive

Buck did not read the newspapers, or he would have known that trouble was
brewing, not alone for himself, but for every tidewater dog, strong of muscle
and with warm, long hair, from Puget Sound to San Diego. Because men,
groping in the Arctic darkness, had found a yellow metal, and because
steamship and transportation companies were booming the find, thousands
of men were rushing into the Northland. These men wanted dogs, and the
dogs they wanted were heavy dogs, with strong muscles by which to toil,
and furry coats to protect them from the frost.
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But Buck was neither house-dog nor kennel-dog. The whole realm was his.
He plunged into the swimming tank or went hunting with the Judge’s sons;
he escorted Mollie and Alice, the Judge’s daughters, on long twilight or
early morning rambles; on wintry nights he lay at the Judge’s feet before the
roaring library fire; he carried the Judge’s grandsons on his back, or rolled
them in the grass, and guarded their footsteps through wild adventures down
to the fountain in the stable yard, and even beyond, where the paddocks
were, and the berry patches. Among the terriers he stalked imperiously, and

Toots and Ysabel he utterly ignored, for he was king,—king over all
creeping, crawling, flying things of Judge Miller’s place, humans included.

AJL;.:L‘-T).sJu{majﬁsﬁx Olaz= ul;’-l: JJJJXL;MAGJQ bl s byl p9p
Olslasl | 0l b s S s dyp LT 55 & sy Ko ST sls LK



VWY1 0oy SsdS s den 5 0Ly KgS 50 <ol 4

5 Olisl b ool e (sl 1y (226 OE 315 o Oyl p33ke (26 Olsts €l 5 € J g
¢lw.bLL“}J;JM;.?:J,b@@é;«.(;;@wlyszj‘xw@wé”
Do b Kpos oS s s s S o&T o b sy o &l
IS0k, SR Ol Sl 35 5 slosim L3 Ol sy dish ooty ey
ol =55 ols SU & 15 0,8 o3 slel Tl bl 5 Sy e e s slals 65k
s ol S ol Y oy Ky ap Ol 65 Ko ST il 1 g
= . N e . “ .

Sl B3 S s by LS 4 BB ey L L e s o g5 W e
ST e 658 o Olealan (ol sl mts (dT 5 Jbo aKals | oluly SYb
o 60 b 08 (o e Sy 1) (256 ey ol e o BB Gl e OE by
r.ﬁwb)ﬂuﬂ‘jdgﬁjééﬂd%b‘géy OL..MIQ‘}A cdmy‘)uwlwﬁ L;lq-JJ
3&3\?.\3_}5—4@&%—:){ Olale o U= “LJBJ?@ ol sU 1, dj@)ﬁ)}')wb&ﬂ

WOl o 5 ke o8 S 08w, 5 08 5,

Buck had accepted the rope with quiet dignity. To be sure, it was an
unwonted performance: but he had learned to trust in men he knew, and to
give them credit for a wisdom that outreached his own. But when the ends of
the rope were placed in the stranger’s hands, he growled menacingly.He had
merely intimated his displeasure, in his pride believing that to intimate was
to command. But to his surprise the rope tightened around his neck, shutting
off his breath. In quick rage he sprang at the man, who met him halfway,
grappled him close by the throat, and with a deft twist threw him over on his
back. Then the rope tightened mercilessly, while Buck struggled in a fury,
his tongue lolling out of his mouth and his great chest panting futilely.
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“All T get is fifty for it,” he grumbled; “an’ I wouldn’t do it over for a
thousand, cold cash.” His hand was wrapped in a bloody handkerchief, and

the right trouser leg was ripped from knee to ankle. “How much did the
other mug get?” the saloon-keeper demanded. “A hundred,” was the reply.
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“Wouldn’t take a sou less, so help me.” “That makes a hundred and fifty,”
the saloon-keeper calculated; “and he’s worth it, or I’'m a squarehead.” The
kidnapper undid the bloody wrappings and looked at his lacerated hand. “If
don’t get the hydrophoby—"
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“You’ve got a right smart load as it is,” said one of them; “and it’s not me
should tell you your business, but I wouldn’t tote that tent along if | was
you.” “Undreamed of!” cried Mercedes, throwing up her hands in dainty
dismay. “However in the world could I manage without a tent?” “It’s
springtime, and you won’t get any more cold weather,” the man replied. She
shook her head decidedly, and Charles and Hal put the last odds and ends on
top the mountainous load. “Think it’ll ride?” one of the men asked. “Why
shouldn’t it?” Charles demanded rather shortly. “Oh, that’s all right, that’s
all right,” the man hastened meekly to say. “I was just a-wonderin’, that is
all. It seemed a mite top-heavy.”
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