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Many of Brook’s poems are concerned with a black community named
Bronzeville, on the south side of Chicago. Her literary skill makes Bronzeville
more than just a place on map. This community, like all important places
becomes a testing ground for personality, a place where the raw material of
experience is shaped by imagination and where the joys and trials of being
human are both sung and judged. The qualities for which Brook’s poetry is
noted are (as one critic has pointed out) “boldness, invention, a daring to
experiment, and a naturalness that does not scorn literature but absorbs it”.
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The most important theme of To Kill a Mockingbird is the book’s exploration
of the moral nature of human beings—that is, whether people are essentially
good or essentially evil. The novel approaches this question by dramatizing
Scout and Jem’s transition from a perspective of childhood innocence, in which
they assume that people are good because they have never seen evil, to a more
adult perspective, in which they have confronted evil and must incorporate it
into their understanding of the world. As a result of this portrayal of the
transition from innocence to experience, one of the book’s important subthemes
involves the threat that hatred, prejudice, and ignorance pose to the innocent:
people such as Tom Robinson and Boo Radley are not prepared for the evil that
they encounter, and, as a result, they are destroyed.
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Cinema’s capacity to mechanically reproduce images of the physical world—its
ability to faithfully record “mere facts”—might seem to disqualify it as a
medium for Expressionism.
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Aside from its intrinsic value as a moving psychologically acute portrait of the
artist as a young man, The 400 Blows is historically important because its

instant commercial and critical success helped launch a national film movement
known as the French New Wave.
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The Romantic conception of the artist was also undercut by sociological critics.

Claims for the artist as an individual genius, they argued, failed to take into
account the effect of society on the artist’s work.
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They wanted to know how the operations of ideology spoke through a director’s
work in such a way as to maintain the status quo, and how the power structures

of society were kept intact by works that reflected a world in which that power
seemed natural and hence justified.
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To the consternation of Maycomb’s racist white community, Atticus agrees to

defend a black man named Tom Robinson, who has been accused of raping a
white woman.
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