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[Tomyaca cnycta JlaBpeukuid cTosi yxe nepes KaMTkod cana. OH
HAaIIIeJl €€ 3allepPTOl0 U MPUHYXICH ObUT MEPENphIrHyTh Yepe3 3a0op. OH
BEpHYJICS B TOpPOJ M IIOWIEd [0 3acHyBIIMM yiuuaM. YyBcTBO
HEOKHUJaHHOM, BEJTMKON paJloCTH HAIIOJIHSIIO €r0 AYylUly; BCE COMHEHHUS B
HeM 3amepnu. «lcue3nu, npoueainiee, TEMHbIA MPU3paK, — JyMal OH,
— OHa MeHs JIIoOUT, oHa OyAeT Mosi». Bapyr emy mouynuiaock, 4To B
BO3[lyX€ HAJ €ro TOJOBOIO  pa3lWiINCh KaKHe-TO  JTUBHBIE,
TOP)KECTBYIOILIME 3BYKH; OH OCTAaHOBWJICS: 3BYKH 3arpeMenu ele
BEJIMKOJICTIHEH; MEBYYHM, CHUJIBHBIM MOTOKOM CTPYWJINCh OHH, — U B
HUX, Ka3aJ0Ch, TOBOPUJIO U I€JI0 BCE ero cyacthe. OH OrsHYJICA: 3BYKU
HECJIMCh U3 IBYX BEPXHUX OKOH HEOOJBIIOrO I0Ma.

— Jlemm! — Bckpuknyn JlaBpeukuit u mobexan k gomy. — Jlemm!
JlemM! — TIOBTOPHII OH TPOMKO.

3BykH 3amepid, W (¢Gurypa crapuka B HUIagpoke, C pPacKpBITOU
TPYIBIO ¥ pacTperaHHbIMU BOJIOCAMH, TTOKA3aJIach B OKHE.

— Ara! — nporoBopui1 OH ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM, — 3TO BbI?

— Xpucrodop demopbid, 4To 3TO 3a uyaHas My3bika! Paam Oora,
BITYCTHTE MEHSI.

Crapuk, HM CJIOBa HE TOBOPS, BEIMYECTBEHHBIM IBUKCHHEM DPYKH
KMHYJI U3 OKHa KJIIOY OT ABEepHU Ha ynuiy. JIaBpelkuil mpoBopHO BOEKas
HaBepX, BOIIEN B KOMHATY M XOTel OblIo OpocuThes K JleMMmy; HO TOT
MOBEJIUTEIBHO YKa3ajl €My Ha CTYyJ, OTPBIBUCTO CKa3al IMO-PYCCKHU:
«Camutech M CIyIIUTHY; caM cel 3a (hOpTeNbsHO, IOpPAO U CTPOro
B3TJISSHYN KpyroM W 3aurpai. JlaBHo JlaBpenkuid He CIHbIIan HUYETOo
oJI0OOHOTO: ClajKasi, CTpacTHasi MEJIOHs C MEePBOro 3ByKa OXBaThIBaJla
cepale; OHa BCS CuUsJa, BCS TOMMJIACH BJIOXHOBEHHEM, CUACTBHEM,
KpacoTol0, OHA pocjia M Tasla; OHa Kacajach BCEro, YTO €CTh Ha 3eMJie
JIOpOTOro, TalHOTrO, CBSTOrO; OHA JbllIaja OecCMEpTHOW TPYCThIO U
yxoauna ymupatb B HebOeca. JlaBpeukuil BBIIPSIMHICS UM CTOSII,
MIOXOJIOJIeINBINA U OJIeTHBIN OT BOCTOpra.
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OTH 3BYKM TAaK W BIIMBAJIUCH B €r0 IYyIY, TOJIBKO YTO HNOTPSACEHHYIO
cuacTheM JIOOBH; OHM caMu MbulaH J000BBIO. «IloBTOpHTE», —
IIpoLIeNTall OH, Kak TOJbKO pazjaincs mnocieaHuil akkopz. Crapuk
OpocuiI Ha HEro OpIUHBIA B30p, MOCTy4Yall PYKOW TO TpyAH W,
IIPOrOBOPHB, HE CIIEllla, HAa POJAHOM CBOEM sI3bIKE: «ITO 5 chenan, uoo s
BEJIMKUN MY3BIKAHT», — CHOBA ChII'PaJl CBOIO YYJHYIO KOMIO3ULMIO. B
KOMHAaTe He ObLIO CBEYEeH; CBET MOJHSABLICHCS JIyHbI KOCO Majlal B OKHa;
3BOHKO TpeIeTal YyTKHA BO3[yX; MalleHbKas, OeIHas KOMHAaTKa
Ka3ajaChb CBATHIHNIIIEM, MW BBICOKO MW BJOXHOBC€HHO IIOJHUMAJIaChb B
cepeOpUCTOi OyTEME ToJIoOBa CTapuka. JIaBperkuii moaonesn K HeMy u
obHsu1 ero. CrnepBa JlemM He oTBeuyas Ha €ro o0bATHE, JAXKE OTKIOHMI
€ro JIOKTEM; JI0JIFO, HE LIEBEJIACh HU OAHHMM WIECHOM, IUIAJEN OH BCE TaK
e CTPOro, MouTH Ipydo, M TOJIBKO pasa JBa npomMbiuai: «ara!» Hakonery
€ro Mpeodpa3uBIIeecs JHUIO YCIOKOMIOCh, OITYCTHIIOCH, U OH, B OTBET Ha
ropsiuue mo3zapasiieHUs JlaBpemkoro, crepBa YJIBIOHYJICS HEMHOTO,

IIOTOM 3alljiaKkall, ciabo BCXJIMIIBIBAs1, KaK JUT.
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Monday, 2nd May 2005

You might think he could have made up his mind earlier, and been man
enough to tell the others of his decision. But Allan Karlsson had never
been given to pondering things too long.

So the idea had barely taken hold in the old man’s head before he
opened the window of his room on the ground floor of the Old People’s
Home in the town of Malmkdping, and stepped out — into the flowerbed.

This manoeuvre required a bit of effort, since Allan was one hundred
years old. On this very day in fact. There was less than an hour to go
before his birthday party would begin in the lounge of the Old People’s
Home. The mayor would be there. And the local paper. And all the other
old people. And the entire staff, led by bad-tempered Director Alice.

It was only the Birthday Boy himself who didn’t intend to turn up.

Allan Karlsson hesitated as he stood in the flowerbed that ran along
one side of the Old People’s Home. He was wearing a brown jacket with
brown trousers and on his feet he had a pair of brown indoor slippers. He
was not a trendsetter; people rarely are at that age. He was on the run
from his own birthday party, another unusual thing for a hundred-year-
old, not least because even being one hundred is pretty rare.

Allan thought about whether he should make the effort to crawl back
in through the window to get his hat and shoes, but when he felt his
wallet in his inside pocket, he decided that that would suffice. Besides,
Director Alice had repeatedly shown that she had a sixth sense (wherever
he hid his vodka, she found it), and she might be nosing around in his
room even now, suspicious that something fishy was going on. Better to
be on his way while he could, Allan thought, as he stepped out of the
flowerbed on creaking knees. In his wallet, as far as he could remember,
he had a few hundred-crown notes saved — a good thing since he’d need
some cash if he was going into hiding.

He turned to take one last look at the Old People’s Home that — until a
few moments ago — he had thought would be his last residence on Earth,
and then he told himself that he could die some other time, in some other
place.



AN/ dam 5 46 g0

‘sjb\b45\})55\.02)3cw.q-gb'jJJ{J//Jaﬁgj/A{‘_;/dbdM)f
YHbejbu\fﬁ))
Olﬁi)&“b)ﬂ)ﬁdi’)é}j&‘JM}J)}&@J%&OU)P‘{w\.iu
a5 b oMb ol 88 IS T Ul ol s 151
£ e s e £ P ¢ M
w))&ﬁb‘omJJ}QQMJ’S{QL?JJAJ%}AJ);BO&‘@JJ)}JM6‘/..3
bl 4 SIS Oy a5 58 Sl 1 K ptale gt 5 Ol Bl S
Omed S yd C.zab 03 e dlis UJT Osz 5 (SN amss r)l:...» Oldas opl
Ol Bl s VU s g pie s cele Kl S ad o dlado S,
zZ . 3 P N . . .
J.{ 9 .).(;“; Jledls L 9 L;’:ﬁ Mbjjj 9 J.iL:; Jb;@.ﬁ: Sy )1)9 o A C)J.Sa
Gy T e P Gy 4 O
Seh el call Jls & s e Wy o ol 5 b
el aalsl Ol ©ls é’ﬂ K il 3 48T (lamil s eslial (LS UJT
Glosgd B b, oles i K 5 Sl o5 4 slosgd Llski 5 losgd oS 5 S ESa
JS@@J}@)TMJLW}CM@IJ) §.L'\.<g:,..wj.> leojuu\ﬁ&.wl}ﬁ-wj 3_9.3 L):“'.’.L.’.
45(,_1).1{343}.3.L:.x.gs«JL»M(a.sTg.ﬁl)legJc;f&jjéuh}sﬂ}}&i;g-jlwl:
b s YU L 2o oy Sl aliss 5 a8 W b LT o 587 o K S T
dlli:%):dxJ;J.\g‘bjbﬁwé@’sjhlcélﬁ.wbﬁb&a%)ﬁ
S g 03,8 Sk T e il o3l cl B pan o 28 8 s el
San 5 (08 o Sl sl S mB S e A5y s JT) 3l w2 e
B 23U s 3aiS S e dsite Sl LI s (SIS 4yl 0S4y adisd Olas s 3
ol s S o s el O 0 8 bl 1L Gz i 8 bl b e oIT
u.uL.g..ul L 4@‘:}\;—4; ny GL’. G ‘J"Jy g,a.\{ BE .L’La...: ob c.bl)}"_sﬁ ny Y-
sl«.leJL’ @dﬁ@)ﬁﬁ@'y&j\ d)> 9 W—JﬁaéfoRS d);-)vﬂ
OLE - i i dir an U - il Ol Bl 4y [ 2T o8& b ez,
G a < - ¢ . T
v\jl):k_sﬁgwd;‘ﬁj’:@v\.’fjébﬁ .;\.ébﬁ-wjoféjjux&lghbl@f| ";LSA
Z z .
.ﬁ;&l:;)swmé;&)

wwwww



