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He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff in the Gulf Stream and he had gone

eighty-four days now without taking a fish. In the first forty days a boy had been

with him. But after forty days without a fish the boy’s parents had told him that the

old man was now definitely and finally salao, which is the worst form of unlucky

and the boy, had gone at their orders in another boat which caught three good fish
the first week.
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Everything about him was old except his eyes and they were the same color as the
sea and were cheerful and undefeated.

“Santiago,” the boy said to him as they climbed the bank from where the skiff was
hauled up. “I could go with you again. We’ve made some money.”

The old man had taught the boy to fish and the boy loved him.
“No,” the old man said. “You’re with a lucky boat. Stay with them.”
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“But remember how you went eighty-seven days without fish and then we caught
big ones every day for three weeks.”

“I remember,” the old man said. “I know you did not leave me because you
doubted.”
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He loved green turtles and hawk-bills with their elegance and speed and their great
value and he had a friendly contempt for the huge, stupid loggerheads, yellow in
their armour-plating, strange in their love-making, and happily eating the
Portuguese men-of-war with their eyes shut.
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