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(1) “About this time, when some rain began to fall, Sancho proposed that they
should shelter themselves in the fulling-mill, but Don Quixote had conceived
such abhorrence for it, on account of what was past, that he would no means set
foot within its wall; (2) wherefore, turning to the right-hand, they chanced to
fall in with a road different from that in which they had traveled the day before;
(3) they had not gone far, when the knight discovered a man riding with
something on his head, that glittered like polished gold, and scarce had he
described this phenomenon, when turning to Sancho, “I find,” said he, “that
every proverb is strictly true; (4) indeed, all of them are apophthegms dictated
by experience herself; more especially, that which says, “shut one door, and
another will soon open”: (5) this | mention, because, if last night, fortune shut
against us the door we fought to enter, by deceiving us with the fulling-
hammers; today another stands wide open, in proffering to use us, another
greater and more certain adventure, by which, if | fail to enter, it shall be my
own fault, and not imputed to my ignorance of fulling-mills, or the darkness of
the night.”
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“It was not to them (not to Hugh, or Richard, or even to devoted Miss Brush)
the liberator of the pent egotism, which is a strong martial woman, well
nourished, well descended, of direct impulses, downright feelings, and little
introspective power (broad and simple—why could not everyone be broad and
simple? she asked) feels rise within her, once youth is past, and must eject upon
some object—it may be Emigration, it may be Emancipation; but whatever it be,
this object round which the essence of her soul is daily secreted, becomes
inevitably prismatic, lustrous, half looking glass, half precious stone; now
carefully hidden in case people should sneer at it; now proudly displayed.”
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This is the farmer sowing his corn, that kept the cock that crowed in the morn,
that waked the priest all shaven and shorn, that married the man all tattered and
torn, that kissed the maiden all forlorn, that milked the cow with the crumpled
horn, that tossed the dog, that worried the cat, that killed the rat, that ate the
malt, that lay in the house that Jack built.
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Jane Austen, “Northanger Abbey.” 119 words.

(1) “Her plan for the morning thus settled, she sat quietly down to her book
after breakfast, resolving to remain in the same place and the same employment
till the clock struck one; and from habitude very little incommoded by the
remarks and ejaculations of Mrs. Allen, whose vacancy of mind and incapacity
for thinking were such, that as she never talked a great deal, so she could never
be entirely silent; (2) and, therefore, while she sat at her work, if she lost her
needle or broke her thread, if she heard a carriage in the street, or saw a speck
upon her gown, she must observe it aloud, whether there were anyone at leisure
to answer her or not.”
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1. Her plan for the morning thus settled,
2. resolving to remain in the same place and the same employment till the
clock struck one
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Gabriel Garcia Marquez, “Autumn of the Patriarch.” 121 words.

“She had said I’'m tired of begging God to overthrow my son, because all this
business of living in the presidential palace is like having the lights on all the
time, sir, and she had said it with the same naturalness with which on one
national holiday she had made her way through the guard of honor with a
basket of empty bottles and reached the presidential limousine that was leading
the parade of celebration in an uproar of ovations and martial music and storms
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of flowers and she shoved the basket through the window and shouted to her

son that since you’ll be passing right by take advantage and return these bottles
to the store on the corner, poor mother.”
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Herman Melville, “Moby Dick.” 467 words.

“Though in many natural objects, whiteness refiningly enhances beauty, as if
imparting some special virtue of its own, as in marbles, japonicas, and pearls;
and though various nations have in some way recognized a certain royal
preeminence in this hue; even the barbaric, grand old kings of Pegu placing the
title “Lord of the White Elephants” above all their other magniloquent
ascriptions of dominion; and the modern kings of Siam unfurling the same
snow-white quadruped in the royal standard; and the Hanoverian flag bearing
the one figure of a snow-white charger; and the great Austrian Empire,
Caesarian, heir to overlording Rome, having for the imperial color the same
imperial hue; and though this pre-eminence in it applies to the human race
itself, giving the white man ideal mastership over every dusky tribe; and
though, besides all this, whiteness has been even made significant of gladness,
for among the Romans a white stone marked a joyful day; and though in other
mortal sympathies and symbolizings, this same hue is made the emblem of
many touching, noble things- the innocence of brides, the benignity of age;
though among the Red Men of America the giving of the white belt of
wampum was the deepest pledge of honor; though in many climes, whiteness
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typifies the majesty of Justice in the ermine of the Judge, and contributes to the
daily state of kings and queens drawn by milk-white steeds; though even in the
higher mysteries of the most august religions it has been made the symbol of
the divine spotlessness and power; by the Persian fire worshippers, the white
forked flame being held the holiest on the altar; and in the Greek mythologies,
Great Jove himself being made incarnate in a snow-white bull; and though to
the noble Iroquois, the midwinter sacrifice of the sacred White Dog was by far
the holiest festival of their theology, that spotless, faithful creature being held
the purest envoy they could send to the Great Spirit with the annual tidings of
their own fidelity; and though directly from the Latin word for white, all
Christian priests derive the name of one part of their sacred vesture, the alb or
tunic, worn beneath the cassock; and though among the holy pomps of the
Romish faith, white is specially employed in the celebration of the Passion of
our Lord; though in the Vision of St. John, white robes are given to the
redeemed, and the four-and-twenty elders stand clothed in white before the
great-white throne, and the Holy One that sitteth there white like wool; yet for
all these accumulated associations, with whatever is sweet, and honorable, and
sublime, there yet lurks an elusive something in the innermost idea of this hue,
which strikes more of panic to the soul than that redness which affrights in
blood.”
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