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Loomings.
Call me Ishmael. Some years ago—never mind how long precisely having
little or no money in my purse, and nothing particular to interest me on
shore, | thought I would sail about a little and see the watery part of the
world. It is a way | have of driving off the spleen and regulating the
circulation.
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How vain and foolish, then, thought I, for timid untravelled man to try to
comprehend aright this wondrous whale, by merely poring over his dead
attenuated skeleton, stretched in this peaceful wood. No. Only in the heart of
quickest perils; only when within the eddyings of his angry flukes; only on
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the profound unbounded sea, can the fully invested whale be truly and
livingly found out.
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‘Oh, boy, nor will I thee, unless I should thereby drag thee to worse horrors
than are here. Come, then, to my cabin. Lo! ye believers in gods all
goodness, and in man all ill, lo you! see the omniscient gods oblivious of
suffering man; and man, though idiotic, and knowing not what he does, yet
full of the sweet things of love and gratitude. Come! | feel prouder leading
thee by thy black hand, than though I grasped an Emperor’s!’
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Entering that gable-ended Spouter-Inn, you found yourself in a wide, low,
straggling entry with oldfashioned wainscots, reminding one of the bulwarks
of some condemned old craft.
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‘Is this the Captain of the Pequod?’ said I, advancing to the door of the
tent.

‘Supposing it be the captain of the Pequod, what dost thou want of him?’
he demanded.

‘I was thinking of shipping.’

‘Thou wast, wast thou? | see thou art no Nantucketer—ever been in a
stove boat?’

‘No, Sir, I never have.’

‘Dost know nothing at all about whaling, | dare say— eh?

‘Nothing, Sir; but I have no doubt I shall soon learn. I’ve been several
voyages in the merchant service, and | think that—*

‘Merchant service be damned. Talk not that lingo to me. Dost see that
leg? I'll take that leg away from thy stern, if ever thou talkest of the
marchant service to me again. Marchant service indeed! | suppose now ye
feel considerable proud of having served in those marchant ships.
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The ostensible reason why Ahab did not go on board of the whaler we had
spoken was this: the wind and sea betokened storms. But even had this not
been the case, he would not after all, perhaps, have boarded her—judging by
his subsequent conduct on similar occasions—if so it had been that, by the
process of hailing, he had obtained a negative answer to the question he put.
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It is very curious to watch this harem and its lord in their indolent ramblings.
Like fashionables, they are for ever on the move in leisurely search of
variety. You meet them on the Line in time for the full flower of the
Equatorial feeding season, having just returned, perhaps, from spending the
summer in the Northern seas, and so cheating summer of all unpleasant
weariness and warmth.
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