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Edwin Epps: “And that servant which knew his lord's will, which knew
his lord's will and prepared not himself, prepared not himself, neither did
according to his will shall be beaten with many stripes”. Do you hear that?
Stripes. That nigger that don't obey his lord that's his master, do you see?
That there nigger shall be beaten with many stripes. Now, many signifies a
great many lashes. That's scripture.
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Edwin Epps: Damn queen. Born and bred to the field. A nigger among
niggers. And God gave her to me. A lesson in the rewards of righteous
living.
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Edwin Epps: It's a plague. It's cotton worm. It's a plague. It's damn
biblical. Two seasons God done sent a plague to smite me. What | done that
God hates me so? It's that godless lot. They brought this on me. | bring them
God's word and heathens. They are, they bring me God's scorn.
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Edwin Epps: It's the Lord's Day. Ain't nothing Christian in us carrying
on like this. I concede to you.
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Edwin Epps: You miserable wench. Where you been?

Patsey: | been nowhere!

Edwin Epps: Lies to your misdeeds!

Patsey: The Sabbath day, Master. | took me a walk to commune with the
Lord.

Edwin Epps: Bring the Lord into your deceptions? You're coming from
Shaw's plantation.

Platt: No! Master Epps.

Edwin Epps: Now, you speak? Now that you want to add to her lies, you
find your tongue!

Patsey: | went to Master Shaw's plantation.

Edwin Epps: Ah! You admit it.

Patsey: Yes, freely. And you know why? | got this from Mistress Shaw.
Mistress Epps won't even grant me no soap to clean with.I stink so much, |
make myself gag! Five hundred pounds of cotton. Day In, day out! More
than any man here. And for that, | will be clean.That's all I ask. This, here,
what I went to Shaw's for...The Lord knows that's all!
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Bass: [...] White and black alike.

Edwin Epps: You comparing me to a nigger, Bass?

Bass: I'm only asking, in the eyes of God, what is the difference?

Edwin Epps: You might as well ask what the difference is between a
white man and a baboon. | see one of them critters in Orleans know just as
much as any nigger | got.

Bass: listen Epps, these niggers are human beings. If they are allowed to
climb no higher than brut animals, you and men like you will have to answer
to it. There is an ill, Mr. Epps. A fearful ill resting upon this nation. And
there will be a day of reckoning yet.
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Patsey: Platt, you awake?

Platt: 1 am.

Patsey: | have a request. An act of kindness. | secreted it from the
mistress.

Platt: Return it.

Patsey: It yours, Platt.

Platt: For what cause?

Patsey: All I ask, end my life. Take my body to the margin of the swamp.
Take me by the throat, hold me low in the water...until I is still and without
life. Bury me in a lonely place of dying.

Platt: I will do no such thing. The gory detail with which you speak...

Patsey: | thought on it long and hard.

Platt: It is melancholia. Nothing more. How can you fall into such
despair?

Patsey: How can you not know? | ain't got no comfort in this life. If |
can't buy mercy from you I'll beg it.

Platt: There are others. Beg them.

Patsey: I'm begging you!

Platt: Why? Why would you consign me to damnation with such an
ungodly request?

Patsey: There is God here! God is merciful and he forgive merciful acts.
Won't be no hell for you. Do it. Do what | ain't got the strength to do myself.
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