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It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom,
it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was
the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us,
we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all
going direct the other way—in short, the period was so far like the present
period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for
good or for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.
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| see a beautiful city and a brilliant people rising from this abyss, and, in
their struggles to be truly free, in their triumphs and defeats, through long
years to come, | see the evil of this time and of the previous time of which

this is the natural birth, gradually making expiation for itself and wearing
out.
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The mender of roads, blue cap in hand, wiped his swarthy forehead with it,
and said, ‘Where shall I commence, monsieur?’
—*‘Commence,” was Monsieur Defarge’s not unreasonable reply, ‘at the
commencement.’
—°I saw him then, messieurs,” began the mender of roads, ‘a year ago this
running summer, underneath the carriage of the Marquis, hanging by the
chain. Behold the manner of it. | leaving my work on the road, the sun going

to bed, the carriage of the Marquis slowly ascending the hill, he hanging by
the chain—like this.’
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Dusk
The wretched wife of the innocent man thus doomed to die, fell under the
sentence, as if she had been mortally stricken. But, she uttered no sound; and
so strong was the voice within her, representing that it was she of all the
world who must uphold him in his misery and not augment it, that it quickly
raised her, even from that shock.
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The Sea Still Rises

Haggard Saint Antoine had had only one exultant week, in which to soften
his modicum of hard and bitter bread to such extent as he could, with the
relish of fraternal embraces and congratulations, when Madame Defarge sat
at her counter, as usual, presiding over the customers. Madame Defarge
wore no rose in her head, for the great brotherhood of Spies had become,
even in one short week, extremely chary of trusting themselves to the saint’s

mercies. The lamps across his streets had a portentously elastic swing with
them.
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