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Come, listen to my tale. If you’re discerning,
Possessed of wisdom, common sense or learning,
I guarantee that it’1l knock you flat —

This story’s of a mouse, and of a cat.
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O wise and knowledgeable one, rehearse

This Cat and Mouse tale in well-ordered verse,
Like pearls that roll from rhyme to chiming rhyme.
In old Kerman then, once upon a time,

There lived a lion-tailed cat — huge, dragon-jawed,
Pot-bellied, barrel-chested, leopard-clawed.
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He’d miaow — and roaring lions would leave their feast
Fleeing in terror from the savage beast.
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Behind the pulpit lurked a little mouse

Who quickly bore the news off to his house:
"Great news, the cat’s converted, he repents,

He’s filled with sacred Moslem sentiments;

This paragon of pious virtues keeps

Prayer vigils in the mosque, and moans and weeps".
Then when they heard the news the laughing mice
Seemed blessed with all the joys of paradise,

And seven elders of the mousey nation

Were chosen as a special deputation —

Each of them carried something rare and fine

To give the cat: one bore a glass of wine

And one a spit of lamb-kebab, another

Took currants in a salver, while his brother
Sported a tray of figs, one cheese he’d made,

And one a syrup of sweet lemonade,

One bore him yogurt, butter and fresh bread,

The last a tray of rice upon his head.
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But hearing this, his feline pride provoked,

The cat seethed like a cauldron, panted, choked . . .
Then like a lion he knelt and gnawed to shreds

His captors’ bonds; they snapped like flimsy threads.
He grabbed the nearest mice and glared around
Then flung them with contempt against the ground -
The mice fled squeaking in a mass defection,

Their king fled in the opposite direction:

The elephant, his royal rider too,

His wealth and crown and splendid retinue,
Decamped and disappeared; on that wide plain

Not one of them was ever seen again.

And all that’s left is this peculiar story
Bestowing posthumous, poetic glory
On old Obayd-e Zakani.

My son
Consider carefully who lost, who won:
Store up this story’s useful implications,
Remember it in tricky situations.



