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Perhaps all criminals should be required to carry cards which read:
Fragile: Handle With Care. It will never do, these days, to go around
referring to criminals as violent thugs. You must refer to them politely as
'social misfits'. The professional killer who wouldn't think twice about
using his cosh or crowbar to batter some harmless old lady to death in
order to rob her of her meagre life-savings must never be given a dose of
his own medicine. He is in need of 'hospital treatment'. According to his
misguided defenders, society is to blame. A wicked society breeds evil —
ot so the argument goes. When you listen to this kind of talk, it makes
you wonder why we aren't all criminals. We have done away with the
absurdly harsh laws of the nineteenth century and this is only right. But
surely enough is enough. The most senseless piece of criminal legislation
in Britain and a number of other countries has been the suspension of
capital punishment.

The violent criminal has become a kind of hero-figure in our time. He
is glorified on the screen; he is pursued by the press and paid vast sums
of money for his 'memoirs'. Newspapers which specialize in crime-
reporting enjoy enormous circulations and the publishers of trashy cops
and robbers stoties or 'murder mysteries' have never had it so good.
When you read about the achievements of the great train robbers, it
makes you wonder whether you are reading about some glorious
resistance movement. The hardened criminal is cuddled and cosseted by
the sociologists on the one hand and adored as a hero by the masses on
the other. It's no wonder he is a privileged person who expects and
receives VIP treatment wherever he goes.
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