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Ben-Hur: Rome is an affront to God. Rome is strangling my people
and my country and the whole earth, but not forever. | tell you, the

day Rome falls, there will be a shout of freedom such as the world has
never heard before.
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Ben-Hur: Find them, Messala. Restore them to me and I'll forget
what | vowed with every stroke of that oar you chained me to.
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Messala: Be wise, Judah. It's a Roman world. If you want to live in it,
you must become part of it.. I ve seen the world since | left
Jerusalem. I’ve seen Rome. It's no accident that one small village on
the Tiber was chosen to rule the world...It wasn't just our legions.
Other countries have armies, fine armies. | know, | fought them. Oh,
no. No, it was fate that chose us to civilize the world. And we have.
Our roads and our ships connect every corner of the earth, Roman law,
architecture, literature are the glory of the human race.

S0 (oss om W T, slis L) ansy o Blate el oz AL Ble Y lewe
sl 5l (B Sl s ey 4 S 3 (S e S5 (s pl 5) el &S
LB S eapd alal 5 GBI )l pdd A gt e s 55 pay s 5y Lo 03
PSR So3ES o p5) ol Gaos 5l Jall kS LS s 0 (S5 S



M}n\}uﬂb}@/r}%‘jwdb/v}fﬁuuﬂ 111111 \YO¥

g Lo J_LJJJ 14 c)‘ €J\.~.‘§.‘:>- Qj...ZLQLr Qﬁ- r.:)bdn ﬁ\ Q)\b B /L;alk.’ ngﬂ.’
Los L5555 L sla S e glacsl> .V_:JJSJ (..:..5 Odee 5, Lis U os S ol

@ﬁ)&ﬂ\b&bb\j&)w_ﬁw\jﬁ 'QJJSJ“a)("A‘L.’ﬁ)
Arrius :[to Judah] You have the spirit to fight back but the good

sense to control it. Your eyes are full of hate, Forty-One. That's
good. Hate keeps a man alive. It gives him strength.
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Simonides: Do not pity me, Master Judah. In fact, I'm twice the
man I was. There's Mallet, my other half. We met in the dungeons
at the citadel. We were released on the same day, Mallet without a
tongue and I without life in my legs. Since then, I have been his
tongue and he has been my legs. Together, we make a considerable
man.
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Esther: I've seen too much what hate can do. My father is burned up

with it. But I've heard of a young rabbi who says that forgiveness is
greater and love more powerful than hatred. | believe it.

JJJT)JQ)‘}AU.L:ASUJL’ U‘i‘ ‘Lg.‘ Mﬁ&)&%@j&ﬁé(.}%)dﬁm‘/
L;..:J«C))J:% mf“...':n.ﬁ dmbu Mcﬁ,\.ﬂs/dn ASf.l.:ﬁ.I: Q‘j} sl u<.: )\ U"ujj

Judah: If you were not a bride I would kiss you goodbye.
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Esther: If I were not a bride there would be no goodbyes to be said.
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Sheik llderim: Judah Ben-Hur, my people are praying for a man

who can drive their team to victory over Messala. You could be

that man! You could be the one to stamp this Roman's arrogance

into the sand of that arena. You've seen my horses. They need only

a driver who is worthy of them. One who would rule them with

love and not the whip. For such a man, they would have raced the
wind.
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Balthazar: And your way is to kill him. I see this terrible thing in
your eyes, Judah Ben-Hur. But no matter what this man has done
to you, you have no right to take his life. He will be punished

inevitably.
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Messala: Triumph complete, Judah. The race won. The enemy
destroyed.

Judah: I see no enemy.

Messala: What do you think you see? The smashed body of a
wretched animal! Is enough of a man still left here for you to hate?
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..You think they're dead. Your mother and sister. Dead. And the
race over. It isn't over, Judah. They're not dead.
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Judah: | have just come from the Valley of Stone. My mother and
sister live what's left of their lives. By Rome's will, lepers, outcasts
without hope... Their flesh is mine, Lord Pilate. It already carries
Rome's mark....carries Rome's mark...the deed was not Messala's. |
knew him, well, before the cruelty of Rome spread in his blood. Rome
destroyed Messala as surely as Rome has destroyed my family.
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Pilate: Where there is greatness, great government or power, even
great feeling or compassion, error also is great. We've progressed
and matured by fault. But Rome has said she is ready to join your
life to hers in a great future...The voice, for instance, of Arrius
waiting for you in Rome. He would tell you if I may speak in his
place not to crucify yourself on a shadow such as old resentment or
impossible loyalties. Perfect freedom has no existence. The grown
man knows the world he lives in, and for the present, the world is
Rome. Young Arrius, I am sure, will choose it.
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Pilate: I cross this floor in spoken friendship as I would speak to
Arrius. But when I go up those stairs I become the hand of Caesar,
ready to crush all those who challenge his authority. There are too
many small men of envy and ambition who try to disrupt the
government of Rome. You have become the victor and hero for
these people. They look to you, their one true god as I called you. If
you stay here, you will find yourself part of this tragedy.
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Esther: 'Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of
God.'
Judah: Children of God! In that dead valley where we left them? I
tell you, every man in Judea is unclean and will stay unclean until
we've scoured off our bodies the crust and filth of being at the
mercy of tyranny. No other life is possible except to wash this land
clean.
Esther: In blood?
Judah: Yes, in blood.
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Esther: | know there is a law in life. That blood begets more blood as
dog begets dog. Death generates death. The vulture breeds the vulture.
But the voice | heard on the hill today said, 'Love your enemy. Do
good to those who spitefully use you.'
Judah: All who are born in this land hereafter can suffer as we have
done.
Esther: As you make us do now! Are we to bear nothing together,
even love?
Judah: I could hardly draw a breath without feeling you in my heart.
Everything I do from this moment will be as great a pain to you as you
have ever suffered. It is better not to love me!
Esther: It was Judah Ben-Hur | loved. What has become of him? You
seem to be now the very thing you set out to destroy, giving evil for
evil. Hatred is turning you to stone. It's as though you had become
Messala! I've lost you Judah.
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