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He was not studying medicine [...] neither did he appear to have pursued
any course of reading which might fit him for a degree in science or any
other recognized portal which would give him an entrance into the
learned world. Yet his zeal for certain studies was remarkable, and within

eccentric limits his knowledge was so extraordinarily ample and minute
that his observations have fairly astounded me.
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“You see,” he explained, “I consider that a man’s brain originally is like a

little empty attic, and you have to stock it with such furniture as you
choose. A fool takes in all the lumber of every sort that he come across,
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so that the knowledge which might be useful to him gets crowded out, or
at best is jumbled up with a lot of other things so that he has a difficulty
in laying his hands upon it. Now the skilful workman is very careful
indeed as to what he takes into his brain-attic. He will have nothing but
the tools which may help him in doing his work, but of these he has a
large assortment, and all in the most perfect order. It is a mistake to think
that that little room has elastic walls and can distend to any extent.
Depend upon it there comes a time when for every addition of knowledge
you forget something that you knew before. It is of the highest
importance, therefore, not to have useless facts elbowing out the useful
ones.”
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She had reached the outskirts of the city when she found the road blocked
by a great drove of cattle, driven by a half-dozen wild-looking herdsmen
from the plains. In her impatience endeavoured to pass his obstacle by
pushing her horse into what appeared to be a gap. Scarcely had she got
fairly into it, however, before the beasts closed in behind her, and she
found herself completely imbedded in the moving stream of fierce-eyed,
long-horned bullocks. Accustomed as she was to deal with cattle, she was
not alarmed at her situation, but took advantage of every opportunity to
urge her horse on in the hopes of pushing her way through the cavalcade.
Unfortunately, the horns of one of the creatures, either by accident or
design, came in violent contact with the flank of the mustang, and excited
it to madness.
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Doyle, C. (1887). A study in scarlet.
http://www.lem.seed.pr.gov.br/arquivos/File/JuvenileLiterature/Scarlet.pdf



