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sl gk
we who are free and without pretence/ who are not concerned with

trying to save face/ are better than these po-faced hypocrites/ as those
in the know know
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Your musky curls make the violet twist with envy
your enticing smile tears the veil of the rosebud off

O sweet-scented rose  do not compel your nightingale
to burn himself out
for he prays for you faithfully night after night

I who would weary of the speech of angels
put up with the chatter of this world because of you

love of your countenance is my true nature
the dust at your gate  my paradise

passion for you is my destiny
in your happiness | find my repose
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a beggar’s coat may have treasures up its sleeve
but whoever begs from you becomes a king

my eyes are the throne upon which your image sits
O liege of mine
| pray that you never leave your rightful place

of the ferment of love’s wine
my mind will not be free
till my lustful head is dust at your palace gate

your cheek my cool meadow in the springtime of beauty
the eloquent Hafez ~ songbird of your house
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O sovereign beauty  adress my loneliness
without you my heart begins to fail  come back

the garden rose does not stay fresh forever
while you have the power help those who stand in need
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last night 1 complained to the wind about your hair
it said you are wrong  dismiss that sombre thought

a hundred zephyrs play in the strands of those tresses
O foolish heart  these are your companions
do not pretend that you are some airy steed

separation from you has so weakened me
that | have little endurance left to draw on now

O Lord to whom might | make the point
that in this world
that beauty which is all around  shows its face to none

boy
without your face the rose-beds lack all colour
bring back the grace of the tree-top to the garden

the pain you cause me is my medicine
in my lonely bed
your memory my companion in my solitude

in the compass of fate we stand at the axis of submission
subject to what you in your wisdom decide

true liberation is liberation from the self
self-regard is apostasy in our religion

these blue enamel heavens have seared my soul
bring me wine so that | may
dissolve these problems in an enamelled bowl

Hafez the night of separation is over
the sweet scent of union here
blessed be your joy O my demented lover



