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She keeps being sick. A woman in the washroom says: ‘You’d be
better off in the fresh air. Wouldn’t you go up on the deck?’
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Felicia’s nervousness returns as she passes with the other
passengers into a bleak, unfurnished building in which a security
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officer questions her. ‘Have you means of identification?” he

demands.

—*Identification?’

— ‘What’s your name?’

Felicia tells him. He asks if she has a driver’s license.

— ‘I can’t drive actually.’

— ‘Have you another form of identification?’

— ‘I can’t think that [ have.’

— “No letter? No documentation of any kind?’

She shakes her head. He asks if she is resident in the UK and she says no,
in Ireland.

— “You’re here on a visit, are you, miss?’

— ‘Yes.’

— ‘And what’s the purpose of this visit?’

— ‘To see a friend.’

— ‘And you’re travelling on to where?’

— ‘The Birmingham area. North of Birmingham.’

— ‘May I look through your bags for a moment? Would you mind just

stepping aside, miss?’

He pokes about among her clothes and the extra pair of shoes she has
brought. She thinks he’ll comment when he comes across the banknotes
in her handbag, but he doesn’t.

— ‘I’ll just jot down the address of your friend,” he says. ‘Would you
give me that, please?’

— ‘I don’t know it. I have to find him yet.’

— ‘He’s not expecting you?’

— ‘He’s not really.’

— “You’re sure you’ll find him?’

— ‘I will, through his place of work.’

Her interrogator nods. He is a man of about the same age as her father,
with a featureless face. He is wearing a black overcoat, open at the front.
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— ‘I’ll just jot down your address in Ireland,” he says.
She says she is from Mountmellick, the first town that comes into her
head.
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It’s cold on the deck and the wind hurts her ears. When she has
been sick over the rail she feels better and goes downstairs again, to
where she was sitting before she went to the washroom. The clothes
she picked out for her journey are in two green carrier bags; the
money is in her handbag. She had to pay for the carrier bags in
Chawke’s, fifty pence each. They have Chawke’s name on them,
and a Celtic pattern round the edge. At the bureau de change she has
been given English notes for her Irish ones.
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It is the evening ferry; she wasn’t in time for the morning one.
‘That’s Ireland’s Eye,” one of the children called out not long after
the boat drew away from the quayside, and Felicia felt safe then. It
seems a year ago since last night, when she crept with the carrier
bags from the bedroom she shares with her great-grandmother to
the backyard shed, to hide them behind a jumble of old floorboards
her father intends to make a cold frame out of. In the morning,
while the old woman was still sleeping, she waited in the shed until
the light came on in the kitchen, an indication that her father was
back from Heverin’s with the Irish Press. Then she slipped out the
back way to the Square, twenty-five minutes early for the 7.45 bus.
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All the time she was nervous in case her father or her brothers
appeared, and when the bus started to move she squinted sideways
out of the window, a hand held up to her face.
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For a while Felicia sleeps, and then goes to the washroom again.
Two girls are putting on deodorant, passing the roll-on container to
one another, the buttons of their shirts undone. ‘Sorry,” Felicia says
when she has been sick, but the girls say it doesn’t matter. There
can’t be much left inside her, she thinks, because she hasn’t had
much to eat that day. ‘Take a drink of water,” one of the girls
advises. ‘We’ll be in in twenty minutes.” The other girl asks her if
she is OK, and she says she is. She brushes her teeth and a woman
beside her picks up the toothbrush when she puts it down on the
edge of the basin. ‘God, I'm sorry!” the woman apologizes when
Felicia protests. ‘I thought it was the ship’s.’
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Typical of her to go out somewhere at a peculiar time like this, her
father would have said when she wasn’t there to assist with the
breakfast frying; typical of the way she is these days. He wouldn’t
have found the note until he went in with the old woman’s
breakfast. ‘She’s taken herself off,” he’d have told her brothers and
there wouldn’t have been time to talk about it before her brothers
left for the quarries. She wonders if he went to the Guards; he
mightn’t have wanted to do that in spite of everything, you never
knew with him. But he’d have had to call in next door to ask Mrs
Quigly to keep an eye on the old woman during the day, to give her
her cream crackers and half a tin of soup at twelve.
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